
Kentish Killer
sportive

69.5 
miles

1,970 
metres
ascent

Where is it?
The route runs up and 
down Kent’s western 
border with Surrey. 
Starting and finishing on 
top of the North Downs it 
heads through the Weald of 
Kent to its most southerly 
point at the top of the 
Ashdown Forest. The start 
and finish is at the very well 
equipped Brands Hatch 
circuit just eight miles 
south of Dartford.

Why ride it?
The short but very testing 
route is perfect for giving 
your winter training a 
boost. Indoor feed stations, 
mechanical support 
and roaming and static 
marshals are nice to have 
around when doing a big 
ride at this time of year; at 
least you know help is on 
hand should bad weather 
hit and put you in trouble.  

History
This will be the seventh 
edition, and every year 
it raises thousands for 
the Kent air ambulance. 
Along with the Hell of 
the Ashdown sportive, 
it somewhat mirrors the 
early season reliability 
rides that South London 
clubs have traditionally 
promoted in this part of 
Kent. Twenty five riders 
have now ridden all seven 
runnings of the Killer. 

Does this event in the 
Garden of England live 
up to its fearsome name?

he clue really is in the name with 
this event. I found myself ruing the 
decision to ignore the obvious as I 

crawled home after the preview ride. Riding 
the short distance to and from the route wasn’t 
my best idea.

The problem was seeing the ride at only 
69.5 miles and knowing many of the roads. 
Familiarity breeds contempt and all that. 

Many of these quiet roads used for this early 
season event will be familiar to riders who 
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4 Sundridge Hill
This narrow country lane delivers the killer 

blow with around 12 miles still to go. The road drags 
all the way up from Sundridge where the route 
crosses the A25 before the steep section under 
the trees. Some sections of the road on the long 
drag are so potholed they barely exist, so be careful 
riding through any standing water. The climb 
proper hits 18 per cent at its steepest and then 
drags on over the top. Eat and drink before you get 
to Sundridge to ensure you’ve got some fuel left in 
you for this challenge. And don’t forget you have 
two more short, steep climbs to come after this 
one. You don’t want to empty the tank completely 
on this climb.

How to enter
Head over to www.
gsavanti.co.uk/
kentish-killer from 
6pm on November 1 
and sign up. Be quick, 
the 1,000 places 
usually sell out in 48 
hours. Entry is £25.

HQ details
Brands Hatch is on the 
A20, just three miles 
from junction three of 
the M25 and 21 miles 
south east of central 
London. Nearest train 
stations are Eynsford 
and Farningham Road 
in South Darenth.

Where to stay
Brandshatch Place 
and Spa is nearby, 
but a little pricey. The 
Brands Hatch Thistle 
hotel is a little cheaper 
and just as close.

Where to eat
There’s hot food for 
every finisher at the 
end, but if you want to 
head out after the ride 
the Anchor and Hope 
in Ash near Sevenoaks 
is always popular.

Local bike 
shop

Bike Warehouse in 
Sevenoaks is one of 
the closest. It’s closed 
on Sundays, but 
thankfully there’s full 
mechanical support on 
the ride. 

Event website: www.gsavanti.co.uk/kentish-killer | Download the GPX file: www.gsavanti.co.uk/kentish-killer/routes

have tackled any of the traditional Old Ports, 
Catford or Sydenham reliability rides in the past. 
The local club riders that used these events for 
early season ‘hit outs’ have adopted the Killer, and 
GS Avanti get a consistently good entry from the 
local South London clubs. 

Heading south from Brands Hatch motor racing 
circuit sees you quickly into Kent’s lanes. These 
country roads are incredibly quiet, even when 
we previewed the route on a Wednesday in early 
September. An early Sunday morning will be 
quieter still.

They’re picturesque, too. As you drop off the 
North Downs, the views south over the Weald of 
Kent are stunning, although admittedly it may not 
be as green and pleasant in February. 

The first clue as to the severity of this route  
is Carter’s Hill. The steepest section goes on  
for just under a kilometre (there’s a little bit  
of respite in the middle), include the long 
approach and it’s twice as long. This is the  
first part of the ‘M’ shaped section in the route 
that includes one other climb and leaves you 

feeling like you haven’t managed to get very far.
Dropping down towards Chiddingstone 

Causeway we were still a good distance from the 
southernmost point of the route, and we’d been 
riding for a lot longer than we’d planned. The 
miles would tick by faster in a group on event day, 
but it was becoming clear that I’d underestimated 
the ride. From here the road heads due south and 
out to the farthest point at the top of the Ashdown 
Forest. At last you feel like you’re getting 
somewhere, although there’s no let-up in the 
climbing through Penshurst and Fordcombe — at 
least the climbs in this area are more gradual than 
the climbs on the North Downs. 

The turn for home can’t come soon enough, but 
be warned, if you meet a headwind here you’re in 
for a seriously tough day. The northward stretch 
does at least start with a long descent through 
Chuck Hatch, but it’s not long before you’re 
climbing again. It’s fair to say there are few flat 
roads through Hartfield and Cowden on the way 
back to Bough Beech reservoir, and the roads are 
rough too. 

The next big test is Ide Hill, just after the 
reservoir, which marks the beginning of the 
toughest part of the route where the hills hit your 
tired legs in quick succession. Soon after crossing 
the M25 you hit the slow grind up Sundridge Hill. 
This may be the worst of the final three climbs, 
but as the fatigue in your legs increases they feel 
progressively harder. Rowdow Lane and Tinker 
Pot Lane are the final two climbs after Otford, 
neither of which you’re able to carry any speed 
into. This final 13-mile stretch is surely where the 
well-deserved ‘Killer’ tagline comes from. 

1 Carter’s Hill
A tough climb that you 

can see coming a mile off. 
The fact that once you’re 
on the climb it keeps 
ramping up each time you 
go round a bend doesn’t 
help. You do at least get a 
breather in the middle.

2 Black Hill
This long drag to 

the top of the Ashdown 
Forest is fast enough to 
get a benefit from sitting 
in a group. Find riders of 
a similar speed and share 
the work. 

3 Ide Hill
A steep hill made 

tougher by the terrible 
surface. You know you’re 
nearing the top when the 
tree cover thins out on 
your right. Enjoy the view, 
if you can. 
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ORGANISER’S TARGET TIMES

Category 
(age/sex)

Award Times
Platinum Gold Silver Bronze

Under 40 /men 3:55 @ 17.7mph 4:25 @ 15.7mph 5:00 @ 13.9mph 5:40 @12.2mph

40-59 /men 4:15 @ 16.3mph 4:40 @14.9mph 5:10 @ 13.4mph 5:55 @ 11.7mph

Over 60 /men 4:35 @ 15.2mph 5:10 @ 13.4mph 5:55 @ 11.7mph 6:50 @ 10.2mph

Under 40 /women 4:10 @ 16.7mph 4:40 @ 14.9mph 5:15 @ 13.2mph 5:55 @ 11.7mph

40-59 /women 4:30 @ 15.4mph 4:55 @ 14.1mph 5:25 @ 12.8mph 6:10 @ 11.2mph

Over 60 /women 4:40 @ 14.9mph 5:25 @ 12.8mph 6:10 @ 11.2mph 7:05 @ 9.8mph
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The challenges NAIL IT

Stunning views to go 
with quiet roads

Miles

KM 10

5

Scale


